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LOOKING FOR WAYS TO CONNECT WITH YOUTH?
In the context of public legal education, young people are a unique group in society in that there are many
diverse youth audiences that have very different needs. OJEN’s approach to public legal education (PLE) for
youth is referred to as justice education. Justice education is the delivery of educational programs that create
dialogue about the underlying principles and values of the justice system, how the system functions and the
different people who play roles in the system. For a discussion about what is justice education, visit OJEN’s
blog at http://ojen.ca/blog/what-justice-education.

OJEN has experience developing and delivering justice education programs specifically for
different groups of youth in collaboration with teachers and people who work in the justice system.
OJEN offers outreach programming and justice education initiatives for Aboriginal youth, newcomer
youth, Francophone youth and youth in high-risk communities. These groups of young people
have had historically negative experiences with the justice system and, therefore, require specific
considerations when selecting which type of project to deliver, what resources and scenarios to use
and what volunteers to recruit.

OJEN also offers school-based programming. OJEN works with lawyers, judges, postsecondary partners and teachers to deliver a range of justice education programming and resources
for students in both elementary and secondary school. There are additional considerations that must
be taken into account when planning a justice education session in a school, including logistics
that are unique to a school environment and choosing a topic that is educationally relevant and
connected to the curriculum mandated by the Ministry of Education.

The attached documents provide general tips for speaking to students in both the elementary
and secondary grades. If you have been asked to speak to youth in either a school or a communitybased organization or you have an idea for delivering a justice education project to youth, contact
OJEN at (416) 947-5273 or at info@ojen.ca to find out if similar initiatives are taking place around
the province and how OJEN can help you prepare. If you are interested in connecting with a youth
audience to deliver justice education programming, sign up to be an OJEN volunteer here: www.
ojen.ca/get-involved. At this link, you will also find information about how OJEN’s justice education
activities qualify as continuing professional development hours. Module 1 of the Legal Information
for Everyone resources also covers this information.
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